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Executive Summary
For over a decade, the email security conversation was dominated by two giants. If you were a

serious enterprise, you bought Mimecast or Proofpoint. It was the standard.

But as we settle into 2026, the landscape has shifted violently. The "Castle and Moat"

architecture that defined the 2010s is no longer just aging; it is actively hindering the agility of

mid-market organizations.

The stakes in Cybersecurity 2026 are fundamentally different because of Agentic AI. Hackers are

no longer just scripting attacks; they are deploying autonomous AI agents that can:

Bypass static gateway filters by "learning" what passes.

Launch lateral attacks from internal compromised accounts.

Execute supply chain attacks using trusted infrastructure.

Ten years ago, the Secure Email Gateway (SEG) was essential. However, in our cloud-first reality,

SEGs have become a bottleneck. By redirecting MX records to pass through an external gateway,

organizations unwittingly introduce architectural rigidity.

"The era of the Secure Email Gateway (SEG) monopoly is over, replaced by a

desperate need for consolidation, automation, and API-driven speed."

1. The Broken Promise of the Perimeter

THE AGENTIC AI THREAT



2. The Silent Killer: Administrative Friction
While security efficacy is paramount, the true driver of this displacement is operational. For the

mid-market IT Director, the problem isn’t just malware; it’s burnout.

The "Best-of-Breed" approach—buying separate tools for Email, Endpoint, and DLP—has resulted

in a fragmented nightmare. Lean IT teams are forced to toggle between dashboards to

investigate a single threat.
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The industry's answer to gateway failure is the pivot to API-based email security. Unlike

gateways that rely on MX record redirection, cloud-native security solutions integrate directly

into Microsoft 365 or Google Workspace.

3. The Shift: From Gateways to Platforms
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4. The Economic Case for Consolidation
In 2026, security consolidation is no longer a luxury; it is an economic necessity. Paying for five

distinct, overlapping licenses is financially irresponsible.



Request Your Consolidation Audit

The "Security Duopoly" of the past decade was built for a world that no longer

exists. Cybersecurity 2026 is defined by resilience, autonomy, and consolidation.

Don't just patch the old castle; build a modern defense.

This is where the partnership between Ace Networks and modular cybersecurity

platforms like Coro disrupts the market.

Cost-Efficiency: Consolidating Email, EDR, and DLP into a single dashboard reduces

TCO significantly.

Cybersecurity ROI: The return is measured in hours saved for the IT team.

Coro vs. Proofpoint: Where legacy players charge premiums for complexity, modern

platforms offer comprehensive protection democratized for the mid-market.
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The New Baseline
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